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Mr* Barnet^ftosset 
Grove Press 
55 £ 11 Sto , 

Mew, York, K.Y. 

Dear Barney, 

Your instincts v'ere absolutely correct* 

-there is a book in iicBonald^ if his book is not it* 

, ._ As Xi ? toXd you * oui; of concern I had started inquiries. As a result :: am 
stxll gstrxsg information. I expect more. I expect at least one more today., 

Your hunch that he nec-ds money despite apparent wealth appears to be good. 

. , , Xt or -W not include the young woman but it does include another 
rmulgence: gambling. On the horses and for years, going bach to when he was a 
sheriff • 



I'rio fzss friend doxng this work for me will be speaking to McDonald teday 
by arrangement made last week* He is an investigative reporter I am able t< help 

°f ‘JS m ham a Years^long working relationship. He has sources inside Ike 
sheriff v © office o 

^ You will rnember McDonald 5 s pretense of the great danger he is under end his 

protest about leaking, ending with the pseudo-dramtie u snd the leaker has to be 
in this room 0 5f 



l^hat ±ast part was true. The leaker was in the roomo was I'lcDonaldl 

£2jy reporting was of his own statement, the one I had arranged fcr. It 

* e f t( : Ilslve c overage p but on one station only and not those he named. It was 
not the whole west coast 0 it was Los Ang eles, 

He has been working on a big Tom Snyder Show deal for a month. 

So P call Mm pathological of not, he is one big liar 0 * 

. „. Y ° U “y A0 3 ^ ve *~ alized what 1 about when I engaged him in conversation 

°°^ t°^° a dSferee D±<± dido Xt «“» ^btle. 1 "anted Mn to cross 
himself up and he did repetitiously. And I wanted Mm to give me more infer nation. 

r® „ d :. Be *° re J «fs bcane I was working on it and it is pronrlsing. He has t, have 
been CIA. One of the questions about this is when. 



I’m 



;orp\the Siting Hid not last longer. McDonald was really coming apart. 

in Tni t? 4 t« ^ ~ .... . j 1 > « _ „ . *■ 



X ! hiS to blck as we returned to his office. I rather enjoyed thi: ."master 

of interrogations s> tne man who writes the texts and te.ches it, either not i dealizing 
^iat was hapiiening to him in a kind osf non-interrcgation new to him or comic ig to 

xt bo ° late ° 1 ^P® he llas ^ yet realised it because he had agreet to an" ' 
££*£* + retu ^ ed vdth a extract. If he goes through with the interview it 

will be tap->d for radio use and I will have it promptly. 

So, I can see an entirely different book, of the kind I think you saw. (H 0 . I 

£ +7 ST* £ Wla , t L it *l Q i lite aS±de fran tile ^sense he was talking about relating 
tothe hurch^ committee have a real work of non-fiction completed in which that 
committee is interested, ihey phoned me yesterday. I'm meeting tomorrow witi a 

£irh°+b a f + £ Gn f if end for several decadQS and a member of his staff, after 
wdeh the committee swao-fer is to come here and examine real documents. Thej also 

plan re use me ,o cull out the crap that has been pouring in on them. What lefru-tf) 
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claimed about that comiidtt©© investigating assassinations is to rny certa:Ji know- 
ledge false o However, they do plan an investigation of how the federal agencies 
functioned 9 and tMs has been tlie izm area of my work® It is a simple iparfcer to 
arrange to give material to Congress® However, I preferred waiting for them to come 
to me© If they did not I s d know they had no serious interest 0 So, I have this 
potentially promising situation ands other work that means more to me® However, I 
will help you as much as 1 can if you later decide to follow your instinct that as 
of what I now know seems to be pr&mislng as a novel end to ho sosi illy use- 

ful® Please let me know if you want mo to do more than what I set in motion as 
soon as I feared someone was intending to hurt you® The cost will be slight®) 

I have set up a separate file on this® Including the xerox of the oxtline you 
sent me it is now a full box of the si£© that holds a hundred file fold irs plus 
about four hours of taped interviews and reports on this and him® 

If you want me to try to develop more for you, I’d appreciate knoviig what 
if anything you learned when you had a drink with him Monday late afternoon© I 
left Dick* s office just as he made that appointment for you© 

When I got Mel^nald to blab the name he has never mentioned to anyone he told 
me much more than I think even he realised® I’d have followed that further while I 
was in Hew York if Dick had not advised against it when I asked him. Tint old 
cross over into some of my own earlier work. I have checked ray files and my recol- 
lection was accurate® It is anything but definitive but it is consistent with what 
I described jfo you as a black-book operation© 

Please keep what I tell you to yourself, Fred and Dick® There is an aspect of 
th±3 now that can be hairy. 

Including both the trip xo Hew York and the cost of developing the Information 
of which I spoke to Dick my expenses total 3166.80® Where receipts were possible 
they are enclosed® It breaks down to transportation, all forms, 384® 65; phones, 
362.00; xeroxing, 37®65? and food, S12.60® 

Sincerely, 



ccs Dick GaXlen Harold Weisberg 

Dick, because this includes what I take to be a double-cross by McDonald and his 
people as well as a special kind of pressure I called you last night as s.oon as 
my friend phoned me® While I am thoroughly impressed with how good Barney’s in- 
stinct was I also fear that he can rush off too fast and too* soon® So, there is 
what I am not reporting that I 8 ve developed since the blabbing® There is a friend 
once on the inside with whom I could check® I did it on the layover while returning 
home® He phoned me back later® It does get into an area of potential dan^r, hot 
the McDonald crap on this® I do not think this will reach you before you leave or 
that you’ll have time to fill me in if it does® However, when you return and can find 
time I f d like to be brought up to date because what ^ immediately initiated when I 
was afraid for Barney will continue to deliver infoimation to me. .®®I had to change 
my own plans because the Member of the Church committee is going abroad and wants to 
see me with the staffer before he does. There is an agreement of confidentiality 
until the end of the committee’s work to permit me to continue efforts tc> publish. 
(What this could not do for a book!). The Argosy people were honest, beginning by 
telling me what you told me about the financial situation and more, what you did not 
tell me about the current ownership and the pub 1 a recent FBI Id. story ©( We were at it 
until 2 a.m* I had less than three hours’ sleep Monday night and had to get up at 5 
to do this.) Editorial approval:, which does not control, 1 have . Meanwhile , interest 
in the subject continues to escalate. CBS yesterday set up an appointment to come here 
next week. Yesterday they interviewed Lesar on camera for two hours. Another crew is 
currently active on the West Coast® Hastily and with thanks, 



